
Grants Application 

Application Details
Fund Holehird Trust 18/19 (Groups) Application no 20666b
Project cost £10,310.00 Amount requested £8,000.00
Amount 
recommended

£2,000.00 Grants Officer Ellen Clements

Applicant Details
Organisation Stainton Institute
Post Town KENDAL District South Lakeland

Grant Priority 5 Index of Multiple 
Deprivation

133

Aims of the 
group

The aims and objectives of Stainton Institute committee is to bring back into use what was 
formerly a URC chapel and make into a community hub and local village centre for the 
community of Stainton. The building, which is Grade 11 listed has historic and local 
importance which requires significant renovation works to bring the building back into use. 
Stainton is the only Parish in the South Lakeland Area which does not have a village hall or 
community centre

Previous Funding Details
No. of grant 
applications

4 No. of 
approved 
grants

2 Total Amount 
Awarded

£8000.00

Project Details
Project title Lighting Costs
Project detail Complete the installation of mains electric to include a full LED internal and external lighting 

system with the support and advice of Cumbria Action for Sustainability ( CAfS ).  The grant 
will be used to install this phase and the cost of all the internal and external LED light fittings 
under Stainton Institute’s Business Plan: Phase 12 Electrical Installation

Need People in the community are supporting the project by donating their time and money and 
helping to raise funds to complete the community building for everyone to use. Local people 
have expressed an interest to use the community building when all the restoration work is 
complete. Surveys , interest in work progress, drop in to see the progress event, feed-back from 
web-site : www.staintoninstitute.org.uk 

The project has the full support of Stainton Parish Council, which identified the need for a 
community building and meeting place through consultation with all local parishioners in 
published community plans. 

The project is situated in the heart of the village and the community which is vital as local 
people have identified a need for the local community to get –together, support each other, 
reduce social isolation and enhance social integration especially during challenging 
circumstances such as Storm Desmond in 2015 in order to help each other and the community 
at large by having a central emergency contact venue and meeting place. 

Elderly people have identified a need for a central community meeting place in Stainton to help 
to alleviate social isolation and improve personal and emotional well-being. Local people have 
said that an increased traffic flow in Stainton is a concern for them, we have listened to their 
views and this project aims to minimise, wherever possible traffic flow and encourage people 
to access the community centre on foot/or by cycle. 

The project will address the needs of the local community identified in the Stainton Parish 
Plan. It will provide a sustainable solution by bringing back into use an abandoned former 
URC chapel and existing Grade 2 listed building and in doing so will reduce reliance on local 
people having to travel further afield by vehicle transport. Stainton Parish is the only Parish in 
the local area without a Village Hall. 
Local people have said through a Parish Plan that the provision of a community building will 
greatly help to promote community cohesion and integration and will also greatly help to 



alleviate social isolation, particularly in the elderly, the disadvantaged, people who have no 
access to transport and who live in an area where public transport is non-existent. 

A committee of local people and volunteers aims to provide a safe meeting place, run by fully 
trained volunteers with a programme of stimulating/cultural events and activities which will be 
inclusive of everyone in the community, including the elderly, young people, people with a 
disability, people who are lonely and isolated in order to improve individual well-being and 
social cohesion.

Disadvantage People in the Stainton Parish and the community are disadvantaged by currently not having an 
easily accessible meeting place that everyone can use.  Stainton Parish is the only Parish in 
SLDC that is without this facility and this is a HUGE DISADVANTAGE TO EVERYONE, 
inclusive of race, age, religion, mobility and gender.

The completed project will benefit everyone in the rural community of Stainton, including the 
elderly, young children in pushchair’s pregnant mothers, disabled people and people with 
mobility issues.  The completed project, Stainton Institute will have a new disabled access and 
Ramp, ensuring that easy access into the building is available to everyone.  The project will 
have disabled toilets and baby changing facilities.

People living in the rural community of Stainton are disadvantaged due to   NO PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT BEING AVAILABLE. Issues faced by people without public transport are 
loneliness, isolation, depression and poor well-being.  The project will deliver completion of a 
community building that everyone has easy access to in the heart of the Parish of Stainton and 
the surrounding area.

Benefits The project aims to raise sufficient funding to complete the building renovation programme of 
works on a community building, Stainton Institute, already started in 2013.   The project aims 
to provide the community of Stainton and surrounding area with its own dedicated and much 
needed community village hall and provide a newly renovated resource centre which can be 
accessed and made available to use by everyone in the community, irrespective of age, gender, 
disability, ethnicity and sexual orientation.

The project will deliver a safe  “fit for purpose” much needed community building in the heart 
of an isolated and rural community which will be managed by a fully trained volunteer 
committee of people operating as a not for profit organisation, Charity No 1125601.

The Grant Funding will be specifically used for Phase 12: Electrical Installation and LED 
lighting of Stainton Institute.  The benefits will be measured by everyone who uses the fully 
operational community building which will have a new LED lighting system which will cater 
for all needs and activities and a new, efficient electrical installation.

People who are vulnerable, isolated, elderly, lonely, disadvantaged, including younger 
children, older children, adults, the disabled and people who wish to improve their physical and 
emotional well-being through a range of stimulating events and activities, including 
educational opportunities, will all benefit as a result of the  funding.

The benefits will be measured by installing a Low Energy electrical LED Lighting System 
within a fully insulated building, in order to use less energy and reduce our carbon foot-print.  
Maintenance costs will be lowered as a result of using an LED lighting system; which is more 
expensive “initially” to install, however in the long-term it is more cost effective and uses less 
energy, which will also result in lower running costs.

The benefits and outcomes will also be measured by the complete restoration of Stainton 
Institute, which includes, Business Plan Phase 12: Electrical Installation supported by this grant 
funding request.  Grant funding alongside fund-raising by the committee and the local 
community will enable complete restoration of a community building which will help to 
alleviate rural social isolation and encourage individual wellbeing of users.

The grant-funding will be used to employ local people, i.e., local tradesmen and encourage 
rural employment and enterprise.   The committee and Trustees of Stainton Institute will 
continue to build links and share best practises with other community organisations  via  CAfS 
and build on the already  strong links with Dr Rhona Pringle of CAfS  (Stainton Institute was 
part of CAfS Green Build festival Programme last year).  Dr Rhona Pringle remains very 



supportive of our aims and ambitions to reduce our carbon foot-print and bring back into use, 
an abandoned, grade 2 listed building for the community of Stainton for locals to use.

The project will enable the Stainton Institute management committee to share any best 
practices with other community organisations in South Lakeland and thus develop a clearer 
vision of the social, environmental and business best practises for  a community “not for profit”  
charity organisation.

Measure The benefits will be a safe, fully operational, well managed, “not for profit” community hall 
which everyone in the community has access for their own individual needs.

Local people will be invited to give feed-back on the facilities of Stainton Institute, which will 
be analysed, reacted too and improvements made where necessary.

Stainton Institute will link into other organisations to give support and feed-back on best 
practises and lessons learnt.

The carbon foot-print of  Stainton Institute will be reduced by installing high levels of 
insulation and  double glazing and by using a comprehensive LED lighting system, monitoring 
energy efficiency, consulting with experts  and linking with other community halls.

The committee/trustees will record, report and utilise the feed-back given by everyone 
involved in the project so that it benefits the whole community.

The committee/trustees will compare and contrast the progress of Stainton Institute with other 
similar organisations when it is fully operational in order improve and learn.

After funding 
ends

The funding will enable the project to move towards full completion and restoration of a much 
needed community building.  The committee is seeking grant-funding of £8,000 for phase 12: 
Electrical Installation and LED lighting which will progress the finishing of the whole 
restoration of Stainton Institute project at an estimated cost of £67,000.  To date over £150,000 
has been spent on the project.

No of beneficiaries 200 No of volunteers 10

Expenditure
Operational costs: 
£8,000 lighting costs

 

Income
Amount of 
funding raised so 
far

£2,500.00 Cumbria County Council - £1000; Lupton Towers Trust - £500; 
Baldoukie Trust - £1000

Applying 
Elsewhere

Yes

Quotes Received Yes

Assessment
Assessor’s 
comments 

Registered Charity formed in 2013 when they formed to upgrade an old Chapel and make a 
community facility for the community. 
The chapel was not used for religion reasons any more. It was "erected in 1698" but efforts to 
convert it into a village hall began in 2003 due to it not being used and the need for a 
community area. On 22 November 2013 the conversion for change of use was complete and 
the chapel handed over to the charity who now are raising funds for this project.

The community volunteers have been working with groups such as Cumbria Action for 
Sustainability to get advice on how to make this building as energy efficient as possible. 
They would like to use our funding to install a low energy electrical lighting system, quote 
provided.
They have so far raised and spent over £150k renovating the building. They were awarded 
£5,000 from one of our other funds.

The community has no other community building and no public transport.



Recommend support
Priority - All age groups
Charitable objectives - To provide the facilities to beneficiaries


